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The Labor Force Survey (LFS) provides statistics on levels and trends of
employment, unemployment and underemployment of the country and regions.
It is used for the projection of future human resource and helps in the

assessment of the potential human resource available for economic
development.

In llocos Region, there were about 3,497 thousand population 15 years old and

over in January 2020, a decrease of 1.0 percent from 3,534 thousand persons
15 years old and over in January 2019.

Table 1. Employment Indicators, Philippines and Illocos Region
January 2019 and January 2020

Philippines llocos Region
Indicators January January January January
2019 2020 2019 2020
Total Population 15 Years Old and 72,525 72,841 3,534 3,497
Over (in Thousands)
Labor Force Participation Rate (in %) 60.2 61.7 61.3 63.3
Employment Rate (in %) 94.8 94.7 94.8 91.2
Unemployment Rate (in %) 5.2 5.3 5.2 8.8
Underemployment Rate (in %) 15.6 14.8 15.2 16.1

Source: January 2019 and 2020 LFS, Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA)

Labor Force Participation Rate of llocos Region is 63.4 percent

e The result of the January 2020 LFS showed that the Labor Force
Participation Rate (LFPR) of llocos Region was estimated at 63.3
percent. The region had a higher LFPR than the national rate at 61.7
percent.

e The LFPR of the region increased by 2.0 percent in January 2020.
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Figure 1. Labor Force Participation Rate by Region, Philippines
January 2020
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Employment Rate of llocos Region decreased by 3.7 percentage points

e There were about 91.2 percent employment rate in the region as of
January 2020. This is 3.6 percentage points lower than the 94.8 percent
employment rate in January 2019. Similarly, the employment rate of the
country in January 2020 estimated at 94.7 percent is lower than 94.8
percent employment rate in January 2019.

e The unemployment rate of the country raised to 8.8 percent from 5.2
percent in January 2019. However, the underemployment rate of llocos
Region increased by 0.9 percentage point from 15.2 percent of January
2019 to 16.1 percent in January 2020.

Males dominate females in terms of employment
e Ofthe 2,019 (in thousands) employed persons in llocos Region in January
2020, 62.1 percent were males and 37.9 percent were females.

e The number of employed males in the region decreased by 0.1 percentage
point which corresponds to 0.1 percentage point increase of employed
females.
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Figure 2. Percent Distribution of Employed Persons by Sex, llocos Region
January 2019 and January 2020
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Source: January 2020 LFS, Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA)

Most of the Employed have Junior High School Education
e In terms of educational attainment, in January 2020, 46.4 percent of the

employed persons are junior high school of which 35.7 percent graduated
while 10.7 percent did not graduate.

Figure 3. Percent Distribution of Employed Persons by Highest Grade
Completed and Sex, llocos Region: January 2019 and January 2020
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e Employed with college level education comprised 26.8 percent in January
2020. About 19.1 percent were graduates while 7.7 percent were
undergraduates. Figure 3 shows that there was an increase of 4.2
percentage points in this category compared in January 2019.

e Elementary level had a share of 18.6 percent in January 2020, higher than
18.2 percent in January 2019. There were 11.8 percent who graduated
and 6.8 percent did not graduate.
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e Employed persons with no grade completed in llocos Region in January
2020 were 0.3 percent.

Services leads employment in llocos Region in January 2020

e Figure 4 shows that the biggest proportion with 58.6 percent of employed
persons of llocos Region in January 2020 worked in Services sector.
There was an increase of 0.3 percentage point from the employment in
January 2019.

e Agriculture came second with 21.4 percent share, a decrease of 2.2
percentage point from the 23.6 percent record in January 2019.

e Industry employed the least in January 2020 with 20.0 percent. It
increased by 1.8 percentage points from 18.1 percent in January 2019.

Figure 4. Percent Distribution of Employed Persons by Major Industry
llocos Region: January 2019 and January 2020
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Source: January 2019 and 2020 LFS, Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA)

¢ In connection with the 21.4 percent employed in Agriculture, 19.2 percent
were in agriculture, hunting & forestry while only 2.2 percent were
involved in fishing and aquaculture.

e Employed in construction with 12.1 percent has the highest employment
under Industry Sector.

¢ In the Services sector, wholesale & retail trade, repair of motor vehicles
and motorcycles had the most employed persons with 21.7 percent
followed by transportation and storage with 8.2 percent share.

Elementary occupations comprises 30.8 percent

e Majority of the employed persons which comprises 30.8 percent in January
2020, were involved in elementary occupations. This followed by service
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e Skilled agricultural, forestry and fishery workers came third with 12.9
percent in January 2020.

e The smallest occupation group was recorded by the armed forces and
special occupations with 0.1 percent share.

Figure 5. Percent Distribution of Employed Persons by Major Occupation

Group:

llocos Region, January 2019 and 2020

35.0

30.0

25.0

20.0

In Percent

15.0

10.0
5' -
0.0

Managers
Professionals

o

30.6 30.8

51 5.7
22 27
0.0 0.1

Technicians Clerical Service and Skilled Craftand Plant and Elementary Armed
and support sales workers agricultural, related trades machine occupations forces
associate workers forestry, and workers operatorsand occupations
professionals fishery assemblers
workers

M January 2019 ™ January 2020

Source: January 2019 and 2020 LFS, Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA)

Wage and salary workers record the highest number of employed

e Figure 6 illustrates that Wage and Salary workers contributed the highest
number of employed persons in January 2020 with 65.5 percent. Self-
employed without any paid employee followed with 22.4 percent share.

e Employer in own family-operated farm or business had the least proportion
with 6.0 percent share in January 2020. On the contrary, in January 2019,
those who worked without pay in own family-operated farm or business
accounted the least percentage with 5.7 percent.

Figure 6. Percent Dis

tribution of Employed Persons by Class of Worker

llocos Region: January 2019 and January 2020
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Majority of the employed persons worked for 40 hours and over

e Majority of the employed persons in the region worked for 40 hours and
over accounting for 61.8 percent in January 2020. This is 3.1 percentage
points lower than the 64.9 percent in January 2019.

e The figure shows that those employed persons who worked under 20
hours a week increased by 3.1 percentage points from January 2019 with
16.5 percent to 19.6 percent in January 2020.

¢ On the other hand, those who did not work decreased to 0.3 percent in
January 2020 from 0.5 percent in January 2019.

Figure 7. Percent Distribution of Employed Persons by Total Hours
Worked, llocos Region: January 2019 and January 2020
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TECHNICAL NOTES

e Starting July 2003, the LFS adopted the 2003 Master Sample Design, with a sample
size of approximately 50,000 households.

e Starting April 2005, the new unemployment definition was adopted per NSCB
Resolution Number 15 dated October 20, 2004. As indicated in the said resolution,
the unemployed include all persons who are 15 years and over as of their last birthday
and are reported as: (1) without work and currently available for work and seeking
work; or (2) without work and currently available for work but not seeking work for the
following reasons:

Tired/believed no work available

Awaiting results of previous job application
Temporary illness/disability

Bad weather

Waiting for rehire/job recall

a bk wbnhe

e Starting with the January 2007 LFS round, the population projections based on the
2000 Census of Population and Housing (CPH) was adopted to generate the labor
force statistics. This is in compliance with NSCB Resolution No. 1 series of 2005
entitled, “Adoption of the Methodology Used in Generating the 2000 Census of
Population and Housing-Based National Population Projections.”

e The 2012 Philippine Standard Occupational Classification (PSOC) was adopted
starting April 2016.

e Starting in the January 2012 LFS, the codes for industry adopted the 2009 Philippine
Standard Industrial Classification (PSIC). Prior to this, codes for industry used the
1994 PSIC. More detailed categories for highest grade completed used in the 2010
CPH were also adopted. In addition, a question on whether a household member is
a graduate of a technical vocational course was asked for each person 15 years or
older.
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