
The 31
st
 National Statistics Month 

(NSM) celebration, with the theme, 
“Bridging Digital Gaps:  Making 
Information Available to All, formally 
commenced in La Union with a 
virtual opening ceremony on October 
8, 2020 spearheaded by the 
Provincial Statistics Committee 
(PSC) and participated by line 
agencies and Local Government 
Units (LGUs). 
 
The 31

st
 NSM theme recognized the 

importance of digitalization in making 
quality information accessible and 
emphasizes the need to address the 
societal inequality in terms of access 
and use of Information and 
Communication Technology (ICT) 
and underscores that making 
information accessible to all enables 
leaders, policy-and decision-makers 
to formulate better plans to serve our 
country’s economic and social 
needs. 
 
Governor Francisco Emmanuel 
“Pacoy” R. Ortega III welcomed the 
online participants in the opening of 
the 31

st
 NSM celebration in the 

province.  The Governor highlighted 
the importance of updated, accurate 
and analyzed statistics as the 
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backbone for the development of 
programs and policies implemented 
by decision-makers.  “What gets 
measured gets managed and what 
gets managed gets done,” said 
Governor Ortega.  In addition, he 
also noted that the importance of 
statistics is much more evident now 
as it served as the basis for data-
driven response and recovery 
programs related to the Coronavirus 
2019 (COVID-19) pandemic.   
 
Undersecretary Claire Dennis S. 
Mapa, National Statistician and Civil 
Registrar General (NSCRG) of the 
Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA), 
was invited as the Keynote Speaker 
during the virtual opening ceremony.  
In his keynote message, Usec. 
Mapa emphasized that, “This 
gradual transition from traditional to 
digital technology keeps us stable in 
our commitment in providing timely 
and accurate data needed by the 
government at the national level and 
at the local level. This initiative is 
critical to combat this health crisis 
and in formulating plans towards our 
country’s recovery.”  
 
Usec.  Mapa said that the PSA shall 
continue to 
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Usec. Claire Dennis S.  Mapa, Ph.D. leads the Ceremonial Ribbon Cutting of the 31
st 
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digitalization to make information available to all 
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of the project underscoring the 
importance of privacy of individuals 
and security of information under the 
system.   The implementation of 
PhilSys is anchored with the whole-
of-government approach to ensure 
that the Data Privacy Act of 2012 is 
strictly observed. 
 
PhilSys has a three-step registration 
process: Step 1 – collection of 
demographic data and appointment 
setting; Step 2 – validation of 
demographic data and capture of 
biometric information; and Step 3 – 
issuance of PhilID/PhilSys Number.  
Finally, Step 1 or the assisted pre-
registration rolled out in 32 
provinces identified as “low-risk” 
areas for COVID-19, particularly to 
targeted low-income Filipinos.   
 
Since mass registration acitivities 
poses health and security risks to 
the public, the PSA has conducted 
the Step 1 through house-to-house 
gathering of demographic data that 
includes full name, sex, date of birth, 
place of birth, blood type, address, 
citizenship, marital status, mobile 
number, and email address using 
the Tablet-based Step 1 Registration 
System.  For 2020, applicants were 
household heads and an additional 
adult.    
 
Step 2 will roll out gradually on a 
small-scale basis starting January 
2021 to ensure the best and safest 

PSA starts PhilSys roll-out amidst COVID-19 pandemic 

With the problems arising from 
the Coronavirus Disease 2019 
(COVID-19) pandemic like 
complaints over the distribution of 
the social amelioration program, 
the need for having a national 
identication card once again 
called for the implementation of 
the Philippine Identification 
System (PhilSys) after more than 
two years that Republic Act No. 
11055 was signed into law by 
President Rodrigo Roa Duterte.    
 
In light of the COVID-19 
pandemic, the Philippine 
Statistics Authority (PSA) was 
directed to fast track the 
implementation of PhilSys 
registration to maximize its impact 
on emergency social protection, 
particularly the targeted 
distribution of aid to the hardest-
hit impoverished households.   
The PhilSys, as the government’s 
central identification platform for 
all citizens and resident aliens, 
aims to simplify public and private 
transactions and become a social 
and economic platform which 
serves as the link in the 
promotion of seamless service 
delivery, enhancing administrative 
governance, reducing corruption, 
strengthening financial inclusion, 
and promoting ease of doing 
business.  In this time of crisis, 
this means faster distribution of 
allowances to vulnerable sectors 
through direct payout to 
beneficiaries without difficulty of 
falling in line to receive their 
social amelioration benefits.   
 
As a foundational digital ID 
system, the PhilSys will transform 
how services are delivered and 
accessed in the Philippines and 
accelerate our transition to a 
digital economy, including to 
enable presenceless, paperless 
and cashless transactions.  The 
PhilSys ID is intended to provide 
a person with a valid proof of 
identity.  The core function of the 
PhilSys is identity authentication 
and any process such as 
downloading of benefits and 
identification for government aids 
remain fully with the implementing 
agency. 
 
Built on a Privacy-by-Design 
principle, the PhilSys has adopted 
the latest technologies and 
innovations in the implementation 

PhilSys registration experience for 
Filipinos and to allow the PSA to 
ensure the system’s functionality and 
security before a bigger deployment.  
The PSA has committed to register 70 
million Filipinos and resident aliens in 
the PhilSys in 2021 and to register 
majority of the Filipinos by end of 2022.    
 
In Step 3, a 12-digit PhilSys Number 
(PSN) will be generated after 
deduplication /validation process.  
Validated data of applicants will be 
transmitted to the Bangko Sentral ng 
Pilipinas for PhilID card production and 
personalization.  The PhilID cards will 
be delievered to successful registrants 
via courier services.   
 
With the support of partner agencies 
and the Local Government Units 
(LGUs), the PSA is hopeful to deliver 
the most solid, responsive, and world-
class PhilSys service to its clients and 
stakeholders. 
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PSA - La Union conducts October 2020  

Consumer Expectations Survey 

VISION 
 

Solid, responsive, and world-
class authority on quality 

statistics, efficient civil 
registration, and inclusive 

identification system.  
 

MISSION 
 

Deliver relevant and reliable 
statistics, efficient civil 

registration services and 
inclusive identification system 

for equitable development 
towards improved quality of life 

for all.  
 

CORE VALUES 
 

Integrity 
Transparency 
Adaptability 

 
QUALITY POLICY 

 
We, the Philippine Statistics 
Authority (PSA), commit to 

deliver relevant and reliable 
statistics and efficient civil 
registration services and 

inclusive identification system to 
our clients and stakeholders. 

 
We adhere to the United Nations 

Fundamental Principles of 
Official Statistics in the 

production of quality general-
purpose statistics. 

 
We commit to deliver civil 
registration services and 
inclusive identification 

system   in accordance with the 
laws, rules and regulations, and 

other statutory requirements. 
 

We endeavor to live by the 
established core values of the 

PSA and adopt the appropriate 
technology in the development 
of our products and delivery of 

services to ensure customer 
satisfaction. 

 
We commit to continually 

improve the effectiveness of our 
Quality Management System 

towards equitable development 
for improved quality of life for 

all. 

The Philippine Statistics Authority 
(PSA) – La Union Provincial 
Statistical Office conducted the 
October 2020 round of the 
Consumer Expectations Survey 
(CES) as a joint undertaking with 
the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas 
(BSP) on October 1 - 13, 2020 
amidst the Coronavirus Disease 
2019 (COVID-19) pandemic.   
 
The CES is a household-based 
survey on consumers’ assessment 
of their family income, financial 
situation, and the economic 
condition of the country and serves 
as a complementary survey to the 
Business Expectations Survey 
(BES) of the BSP. The PSA’s 
responsibility is to undertake the 
data collection and encoding of the 
questionnaires while the generation 
of tables and analysis of the results 
are done by the BSP. 
 
The CES is conducted on a 
quarterly basis adopting the use of 
Computer Aided Data Collection 
System (CADaCS) and is 
administered on a sample basis at 
the household level drawn through a 
stratified multi-stage random 
sampling with a total sample of 
about 5,000 households nationwide.   
In La Union, a total of four 
barangays consisting 64 sample 
households were visited/
enumerated by two hired Statistical 
Researchers (SRs).  
 
The survey seeks to: provide a 
quick and regular assessment of the 

financial condition of consumers and 
economic condition of the country at 
present and in the near future, from 
the consumers’ own viewpoints; 
generate forecasts in the direction of 
the country’s economic activity 
based on consumers’ outlook in the 
current quarter, next quarter and the 
next 12 months; provide quick and 
regular assessment of consumers’ 
confidence in terms of their income 
and expenditures as well as their 
outlook on key economic indicators 
closely monitored by the BSP such 
as inflation, exchange rate and 
interest rates; provide quick and 
regular assessment of the saving 
condition of consumers at present; 
and provide a quick and regular 
assessment of the outstanding debt 
situation of the household head, 
their spouse/partner, their children 
and other family members at 
present.  
 
Relative to the Coronavirus Disease 
2019 (COVID-19) crisis, the PSA 
assured the public that all hired SRs 
were in good health condition and 
adhered with the minimum health 
standards as well as precautionary 
measures at all phases of survey 
operation. 
 
Respondents were assured that all 
data collected in the 2020 CES 
survey shall be considered 
privileged communication and such 
shall be inadmissible as evidence in 
any proceeding as stipulated in 
Section 26 of RA 10625.  
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PSA – La Union conducted the 
Fourth Quarter Commercial 
Livestock and Poultry Survey 
(CLPS) on November 21 – 30, 
2020 which aimed to generate 
estimates on inventory, supply, 
and disposition of livestock and 
poultry commodities from 
commercial farms.  
 
The CLPS is one of the major 
agricultural surveys of PSA. The 
survey is undertaken to measure 
the performance of the livestock 
and poultry industry. The data 
generated from this survey 

supports the data needs of 
planners, policy and decision 
makers, and other stakeholders 
in the agriculture sector 
particularly the National 
Economic Development Authority 
(NEDA) and other agriculture 
sector.  
 
Three SRs visited 78 sample 
farms in the province.  The SRs 
were advised to abide with 
existing health and safety 
protocols in the conduct of the 
survey.  

Labor Force Survey and rider surveys on Overseas Filipinos and awareness 

on Philippine Competition Commission  and Philippine 

Competition Act commence on October 8 

PSA – La Union implemented the 
October 2020 round of the Labor 
Force Survey (LFS) along with its 
rider surveys, the 2020 Survey on 
Overseas Filipinos (SOF) and the 
Awareness Survey on Philippine 
Competition Commission (PCC) 
and the Philippine Competition Act 
(PCA), starting on October 8, 2020 
in La Union using the Computer-
Aided Personal Interview (CAPI). 
 
The LFS is a nationwide quarterly 
survey of households conducted by 
the PSA to gather data on 
demographic and socio-economic 
characteristics of the population. It 
aims to provide a quantitative 
framework for the preparation of 

plans and formulation of policies 
affecting the labor market. On the 
other hand, the 2020 SOF is a 
nationwide survey that seeks to 
gather information on Filipino 
citizens who left for abroad during 
the last five years. The survey 
targets to provide data on overseas 
Filipinos particularly the Overseas 
Filipino Workers (OFWs) with 
contract and their contribution to 
the economy. It is essential in the 
formulation of policies and 
programs on overseas Filipinos.  
 
Meanwhile, the PCC is a newly-
constituted independent quasi-
judicial body mandated to 
implement the national competition 

policy, and enforce the Philippine 
Competition Act or Republic Act 
(RA)10667, which serves as the 
primary competition law in the 
Philippines for promoting and 
protecting competitive market.  It is 
designed to achieve a world-class 
authority in promoting fair market 
competition to help achieve a 
vibrant and inclusive economy and 
advance consumer welfare. 
 
Under the supervision of the Chief 
Statistical Specialist and Provincial 
Focal Person, a total sample of 
about 404 randomly selected 
households were visited in the 
province by nine hired SRs.  

PSA – La Union conducts 4th Quarter Commercial Livestock  
and Poultry Survey 
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31st National Statistics Month 
celeb highlights... 

La Union bags 1st Runner Up Best NSM Province Implementer  

in Ilocos Region  

PSA-La Union carries out Palay and Corn Production 

Survey along with Backyard and Livestock Poultry 

Survey as rider  

PSA – La Union conducted the 
Palay and Corn Production Survey 
(PCPS) along with Backyard and 
Livestock Poultry Survey (BLPS) as 
rider on the first 10 days of 
December 2020.  
 
The PCPS and BLPS is conducted 
on a quarterly basis. The PCPS 
generates estimates on palay and 
corn production, area, yield and 
other production-related data that 
serve as inputs for policy making 
and programs on palay and rice. On 
the other hand, the BLPS will be 
used in generating estimates on 
inventory, supply and disposition of 
livestock and poultry commodities at 
the backyard farm levels.  
 
Data gathered for both PCPS and 
BLPS are inputs to the Performance 

of Agriculture Report (PAR) and 
accordingly to the preparation of the 
Gross Domestic Product (GDP). 
Moreover, the survey supports the 
data needs of planners, policy and 
decision makers, and other 
stakeholders in the agriculture 
sector particularly the National 
Economic and Development 
Authority (NEDA), Department of 
Agriculture (DA) and its agencies 
such as Philippine Rice Research 
Institute (PhilRice), Philippine 
Council for Agriculture and Fisheries 
(PCAF), and the general public.  
 
In La Union, nine hired SRs for both 
surveys revisited and enumerated 
47 barangays that comprised a total 
of 526 sample farming and 
nonfarming households. 

The province of La Union was 
awarded 1

st
 Runner Up in the 

Search for 2020 Best National 
Statistics Month (NSM) Province 
Implementer in Ilocos Region 
during the 31

st
 NSM Virtual 

Regional Closing Ceremony on 
October 30, 2020.  
 
Contestants from La Union were 
also awarded during the NSM 
Closing Ceremony.  La Union 
emerged as Champion in the 
following contests/categories:  
Essay Writing Contest (Employee); 
Poster-Slogan Making Contest 
(Tertiary); Oratorical Contest 
(Secondary); and Statistics Quiz 
(Employee).  
 
The PGLU through the Provincial 
Statistics Committee (PSC) 
conducted various activities aimed 

at: (1) promoting, enhancing, and 
instilling nationwide awareness 
and appreciation of the importance 
and value of statistics to the 
different sectors of the society; and 
(2) eliciting the cooperation and 
support of the general public in 

upgrading the quality and 
standards of statistics in the 

country despite the challenges 
brought by the new normal. 
 
Timely with the 31

st
 NSM theme, 

“Bridging Digital Gaps: Making 
Information Available to All,” the 
PSC launched the digital statistical 

exhibit during the NSM opening 
ceremony that showcased data 

update and innovate ways in 
materializing trends of the 4

th
 

Industrial Revolution.  “The NSM 
as a bridge connects us to our 
statistical innovation enhancing 
our knowledge in dealing with 
statistical risks and opportunities 
as we uphold the use of good 
quality data in our various 
organizations,” said Usec. Mapa.  
 
He extended his appreciation to all 
partners for their support to the 
annual celebration to promote, 
enhance, and instill nationwide 
awareness and appreciation of the 
importance and value of statistics 
to our society.  He also 
encouraged everyone to join the 
government to heal as one and in 
making its way forward to achieve 
the goals of AmBisyon Natin 2040. 
 
The Opening Ceremony also 
featured the audiovisual 
presentation of the different 
themes and nationwide activities 
of the NSM 30 years back.  The 
PSC also launched the digital 
exhibit that presented various 
statistics from line agencies and 
the Provincial Government of La 
Union (PGLU).  
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Undersecretary Claire Dennis S. 
Mapa, Ph.D., National Statistician 
and Civil Registrar General of the 
PSA, observed the implementation 
of Step 1 of the Philippine 
Identification System (PhilSys) or 
the pre-registration of the targeted 
registrants on October 12, 2020 in 
La Union.   
 

Usec. Mapa, together with Atty. 
Sheila O. De Guzman, Officer-in-
Charge (OIC) of PSA - Regional 
Statistical Services Office I (RSSO 
I); Danites E. Teñido, Ph.D., Chief 
Statistical Specialist (CSS) of PSA-
La Union; Susan Cora F. Hufana, 
PhilSys Focal Person of PSA-La 
Union; Juanito Y. Yabes, CSS of 
the Statistical Operations and 

Coordination Division (SOCD);  
Camille Carla U. Beltran, OIC of the 
Civil Registration and 
Administrative Services Division 
(CRASD); and the PhilSys 
Coordination Team of PSA-La 
Union, had a courtesy call with 
Mayor Menchie L. De Guzman of 
Bauang, La Union. 
 

from various line agencies in the 
province.  An on-site statistical 
exhibit was also set up at the PSA 
La Union Conference Room which 
was opened for walk in viewers 
after its ceremonial opening led by 
Usec. Mapa on October 10, 2020.  
The exhibit showcased various 
statistical data from line agencies 
and the PGLU through brochures, 
flyers, leaflets and infographics. 
 
Moreover, the PSC also conducted 
a webinar on statistical report 
writing and virtual statistical and 
civil registration symposium aimed 
at capacitating personnel from 
concerned agencies in the 
preparation of statistical report and 
keeping them updated on results of 
various surveys as well as civil 
registration concerns.   
 
All contests previously conducted 
on-site were conducted virtually 
among secondary and tertiary 
students and to employees from the 
government and private sector like 
virtual jingle singing contest, virtual 

essay writing contest, virtual poster-
slogan making contest, virtual 
oratorical contest, and virtual 
statistics quiz.  In addition, the 
province also conducted the first 
Governor’s Cup on Infographics. 
 
To intensify information advocacy 
campaign about the NSM, the PSC 
informed the conduct of the NSM 
through radio interviews via phone 
patch with Dr. Danites E. Teñido of 
PSA - La Union during the radio 
program “Tugtugan at Balitaan” at i- 
FM on October 1 and during the 
radio program, “Baro a Timek ti 
Kapitolyo” at Bombo Radyo on 
October 24.  Dr. Teñido also talked 
about the month-long celebration 
during PSA-La Union’s monthly 
program, “Ti PSA Ken Sika,” at 
DZAG Radyo Pilipinas, Agoo, La 
Union on October 7.  Moreover, the 
public were also made aware of the 
celebration through hanging of 
NSM streamer by the PSC 
members and in all municipalities of 
the province as well as posting at 
their respective facebook page.   

The PSA issued Memorandum 
Circular No. 2020-20 enjoining all 
agencies of the government, local 
government units, academic 
institutions, state universities and 
colleges, and the private sector at 
the national and subnational levels 
to actively participate in and support 
the celebration of the 31st NSM and 
3rd World Statistics Day (WSD) in 
October 2020. 
  
The annual observance of the NSM 
is pursuant to Presidential 
Proclamation No. 647, “Declaring 
the Month of October of Every Year 
as the National Statistics Month,” 
issued on September 20, 1990 by 
then President Corazon C. Aquino.  
Meanwhile, the first WSD was 
celebrated based on the Resolution 
adopted by the United Nations (UN) 
General Assembly on 3 June 2010.  
Following the success of the first 
WSD, the UN General Assembly 
decided to celebrate the second 
WSD on 20 October 2015 and the 
succeeding WSD every five (5) 
years on 20 October.  

National ID pre-registration starts on Oct. 12, 

PSA Head checks implementation in La Union 
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PSA – La Union conducted the 
PhilSys Step 2 Registration 
Provincial Level Training on 
November 19 to 24, 2020 at 
Marand Resort and Spa, Baccuit 
Sur, Bauang, La Union to prepare 
its workforce in the implementation 
of PhilSys Step 2 Registration in the 
province.  
 
To adhere with the new normal, the 
provincial level training was 
conducted in two batches with three 
classes each.   The participants 
were also instructed to abide with 
health and safety protocols like use 
of face mask, face shield and 
alcohol, proper handwashing, and 
physical distancing.   Dr. Danites E. 
Teñido, Chief Statistical Specialist; 
Statistical Specialist II Susan Cora 
F. Hufana, PhilSys Provincial Focal 

Person; Registration Officer I (RO I) 
Leny Grace S. Balanon; RO I Karl 
Josef G.  Hufana; and the PhilSys 
Coordination Team (PCT) served 
as trainers.    
 
The training aimed to equip the 
registration team with the 
knowledge and skills necessary for 
the conduct of Step 2 Registration.  
Specifically, it aimed to ensure that 
participants understand and are 
able to apply key concepts, 
definitions and guidelines related to 
the registration process; equip the 
participants with skills needed to 
operate the registration kit; 
familiarize the participants on 
registration procedures and 
concerns; and educate the 
participants on the prescribed 
health and safety standards to 

mitigate risks related to the 
Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-
19). 
 
Republic Act No. 11055 or the 
“Philippine Identification System 
Act,” signed into law on August 6, 
2018,  established the PhilSys as a 
foundational identification system 
for all citizens and resident aliens in 
the Philippines aimed at improving 
the lives of all citizens and resident 
aliens of the Philippines by making 
access, delivery and administration 
of government and private sector 
services easier, broader, cheaper, 
faster, more secure, and more 
responsive to people’s needs while 
ensuring that the people’s right to 
privacy, confidentiality, and other 
basic rights are at all times upheld 
and protected.   

During the courtesy call, Usec. 
Mapa informed Mayor De Guzman 
that PhilSys Step 1 will be carried 
out on October 12 to December 30, 
2020  wherein 10 demographic 
characteristics of registrants will be 
gathered through house-to-house 
visit of PhilSys data collectors using 
tablets.  Furthermore, he informed 
the Mayor that the priority in the last 
quarter of the year are low-income 
household heads and adult 
members but in the succeeding 
years until 2022 will cover most 
Filipinos.   He also explained that 
the National ID will provide a valid 
proof of identity for all Filipinos and 
will eliminate the need to present 
other forms of identification like in 
the opening of bank account and 
transacting with the government 
and private sector.   

Usec. Mapa observed the first 
household head and adult member 
registrants in Barangays Santiago 
and Payocpoc Sur, Bauang, La 
Union, who were given appointment 
slips for the Step 2-registration 
proper. He also inspected the 
proposed registration center of the 
municipality. 
 
Moreover, Usec. Mapa and his 
team headed to San Gabriel, La 
Union and had courtesy call with 
Mayor Herminigildo M. Velasco.   
The team went to Barangays Bucao 
and Bumbuneg where Usec. Mapa 
requested for the support of the 
Barangay Captains by providing 
transportation to their constituents 
who will go to the registration center 
situated at the Municipal Hall of San 
Gabriel during Step 2 registration. 

La Union is among the 32 priority 
provinces for the PhilSys Step 1.   
About 127,568 target low-income 
household heads and about the 
same number for adult household 
members were pre-registered by 98 
Registration Officer I (RO I) who 
were supervised by 22 Registration 
Officer II (RO II) in La Union.  Most 
of them reside in their city/
municipality of assignment for 
easier access to the barangays 
included in the pre-registration.   
The 32 provinces located in ten 
regions were selected based on 
mobility restrictions in the transport 
of Information Technology 
equipment to be used and travel of 
personnel attending trainings, 
recruitment, and hiring as a 
consequence of the COVID-19 
pandemic.  

PSA-La Union prepares PhilSys Step 2 registration workforce 
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Envisioned to assess the Regional 
Statistical Services Office I (RSSO 
I) and its Provincial Statistical 
Offices (PSOs) overall performance 
in 2020, and to serve as framework 
in the formulation of cohesive plans 
and programs for 2021, the PSA-
RSSO I spearheaded the three-day 
2021 Regional Planning Workshop 
and General Assembly at 
Thunderbird Resort, Hotel and 
Casino, Poro Point Freeport Zone, 
City of San Fernando, La Union on 
December 21 to 23, 2021 with the 
theme: "Strengthening Digital 
Information, and Improving Quality 
of Statistical Products and Services: 
The Ways to Manage the New 
Normal." 
 
The 2021 RPW, aimed to review 
each division’s accomplishment in 
2020 and discuss and agree on the 
2021 plan, priorities and budget,  
was conducted with a combination 

of on-site and virtual participants 
due to travel restrictions from other 
provinces in the region.  
Participants from PSA-RSSO I, 
PSA-La Union, and PSA-
Pangasinan attended the workshop 
on-site while participants from PSA-
Ilocos Norte and PSA-Ilocos Sur 
joined virtually.  Adherence to 
health and safety protocols were 
strictly implemented and reiterated 
to the on-site participants.   
 
During the three-day activity, the 
PSOs including the Statistical 
Operations and Coordination 
Division (SOCD) and the Civil 
Registration and Administrative 
Services Division (CRASD) 
presented their 2020 Milestones 
through an audio-video 
presentation.  They also presented 
their respective Work Program for 
2021, High Impact Activities for 
2022 and Indicative Budget, and 

Agreed 2021 activities with target 
timelines and budget. 
 
During the Fellowship Night on Day 
2 of the workshop, Undersecretary 
Claire Dennis S. Mapa, National 
Statistician and Civil Registrar 
General (NSCRG), delivered his 
message and led the signing of 
Pledge of Commitment.   The 
RSSO and PSOs also performed 
their Christmas Carol presentations.  
There was also a tribute to honor 
the retirees. 
 
The workshop truly equipped each 
of the participants with knowledge 
and plans needed for the success 
of the upcoming 2021 activities. 
Armoured with know-how plans, 
PSA RSSO I and the PSOs will 
manage to overcome the inevitable 
challenges of the year ahead. 

PSA-RSSO I spearhead 2021 Regional Planning Workshop 
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Consumer Price Index, All Items 
La Union:  October - December 2019 and 2020 

(2012=100) 

La Union’s CPI posted at 116.4 in 4
th

 Quarter 2020 

The average Consumer Price Index 
(CPI) in La Union in 4th quarter 2020 
was recorded at 116.4. The said figure 
was 2.6 percentage points higher than 
the average CPI in the same period of 
2019 of 113.8 and 1.6 percentage 
points higher than the past quarter’s 
CPI of 114.8. 
 
La Union’s average CPI of 116.4 in 4th 
quarter 2020 means that, on the 
average, prices of goods and services 
have increased by 16.4 percent from 
2012.  This further means that a basket 
of commodities which can be 
purchased at PhP100.00 by an 
average Filipino household in 2012 can 
be bought at PhP116.40 in 4th quarter 
of 2020.  
 
The province’s average CPI in 4th 
quarter 2019 and 2020 were lower than 
Ilocos Region’s CPI which were posted 
at 120.2 and 124.2 respectively. 
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La Union’s inflation accelerates by 2.2 percent in 4
th

 Quarter 2020 

La Union’s average year-on-year 
headline inflation climbed to 2.2 
percent in 4

th 
quarter 2020 from a 

quarter-ago average of 1.4 percent.  
This was the highest average 
quarterly inflation rate recorded in the 
province in 2020.  In 4

th
 quarter 2019, 

inflation was posted at -0.4 percent.  
 
Among major commodity groups in 4

th
 

quarter 2020, alcoholic beverages and 
tobacco index posted the highest 
average inflation rate at 18.9 percent. 
It was distantly followed by the 
average inflation in the indices of 
restaurant and miscellaneous goods 
and services at 5.0 percent; clothing 
and footwear at 4.9 percent; 
furnishings, household equipment and 
routine maintenance of the house at 
3.2 percent; food and non-alcoholic 
beverages at 3.1 percent; health at 
1.9 percent; and communication at 0.3 
percent.  
 
On the other hand, negative average 
inflation rates were recorded in the 
indices of recreation and culture at -
0.7 percent;  housing, water, 
electricity, gas and other fuels at -2.2 
percent; and transport at -2.2 percent. 
 
Meanwhile, the education index  
posted a zero growth in the same 
period. 

114.9 

113.8 
114.2 



UNIONSTAT 1 0  

The average Purchasing Power of 
the Peso (PPP) in La Union went 
down to PhP 0.86 in 4

th
 quarter 2020 

from PhP0.87 a quarter ago .  This 
means that the purchasing capability 
of PhP1.00 in 2012 decreased by 14 
centavos in 4

th
 quarter 2020.  In 4

th
 

quarter 2019, La Union’s average 
PPP was recorded at PhP0.88.    
 
La Union’s average PPP in 4

th
 

quarter 2020 was higher than Ilocos 
Region’s average PPP of PhP 0.80.  

The region’s average PPP  a quarter 
ago was posted at PhP0.82 and in 
4

th
 quarter 2019, at  PhP0.83.   

 
In 4

th
 quarter 2020, the PPP in the 

province decreased from PhP0.87 in 
October to PhP0.86 in November 
and further went down to PhP0.85 in 
December.  In the same period a 
year ago,  PPP in the province was  
stable at PhP0.88 from October to 
December. 

PPP in La Union decreases to PhP0.86 in 4
th

 Quarter 2020  

Palay production in La 
Union decreases in 4

th
 

quarter 2020 
 
La Union’s palay production 
decreased by 1.03 percent in 4

th 

quarter 2020 at 122,957 metric tons 
compared with its production in the 
same period of 2019 at 124,239 
metric tons.  
 
Similarly, the area harvested for 
palay in the province went down by 
1.59 percent from 4

th
 quarter 2019 

at 28,330 hectares to 4
th

 quarter 

2020 at 27,879 hectares. From 4
th
 

quarter 2019 to 4
th
 quarter 2020, 

the yield per hectare grew from 
4.39 metric tons to 4.41 metric tons. 
 
Overall, Ilocos Region’s palay 
production increased by 3.62 
percent from 1,176,145.37 metric 
tons in 4

th
 quarter 2019 to 

1,218,758 metric tons in 4
th
 quarter 

2020.  
 
Among the four provinces of Ilocos 
Region, La Union recorded the 
least volume of production in 4th 

quarter 2020 with 10.09 percent of 
the total palay production in the 
region.   Pangasinan accounted for 
the biggest proportion with 57.70 
percent share followed by Ilocos 
Norte with 17.73 percent and and 
Ilocos Sur with 14.48 percent. 
 
In terms of total area harvested for 
palay in Ilocos Region, the area 
increased by 0.40 percent from 
266,133.50 hectares in 4th quarter 
2019 to 267,196 hectares 267,196 
hectares in 4

th
 quarter 2020.   

 
La Union had the smallest 
proportion of the total harvested 
area for palay in Ilocos Region in 4

th
 

quarter 2020 with 10.43 percent 
share.  Pangasinan had the largest 
proportion of the the total area 
harvested for palay with 60.01 
percent share, followed by Ilocos 
Norte with 15.64 percent share and 
Ilocos Sur with 13.91 percent share. 
 

Corn production in La 
Union increases in 4

th
 

quarter 2020 
 
Corn production in La Union was 
posted at 1,185 metric tons in 4

th 

quarter 2020.  This recorded an 
improvement of 4.68 percent from 
the 1,132 metric tons production in 
the same period of 2019.  Only one 
type of corn (white corn) were 
grown in La Union in 4

th
 quarters of 

2019 and 2020.   
 
The area harvested for corn also 
expanded by 4.70 percent from 319 
hectares in 4

th
 quarter 2019 to 334 

metric tons in 4th quarter 2020. 

Meanwhile, the yield per hectare 
remained at 3.55 metric tons.   
 
Ilocos Region’s volume of corn 
production grew by 22.76 percent 
from 7,712 metric tons in 4

th
 quarter 

2019 to 9,467 metric tons in 4
th
 

quarter 2020.   
 
La Union posted the least volume of 
production in 4

th
 quarter 2020 with 

12.52 percent of the total corn 
production in the region.   Ilocos 
Norte accounted for the biggest 

proportion with 32.63 percent share 
followed by Ilocos Sur with 30.46 
percent share and Pangasinan with 
24.39 percent share.  
 
The area harvested for corn for the 
entire region increased by 17.34 
percent from 1,868 hectares in 4

th
 

quarter 2019 to 2,192 hectares in 
4

th
 quarter 2020. 

 
Among the four provinces, La Union 
had the least share to the total area 
harvested for corn in Ilocos Region 
with 15.24 percent.  Ilocos Sur 
occupied the biggest area 
harvested with corn with 33.30 
percent share followed by Ilocos 
Norte and Pangasinan with 28.65 
percent share and 22.81 percent 
share, respectively.  

Palay production in 
La Union decreases by 

1.03 percent. 

 Corn production 
increases by 

4.68 percent  
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La Union’s total volume of all fisheries production in La Union 

increases by 23.59 percent in 4
th
 Quarter 2020. 

AQUACULTURE 

MUNICIPAL 

COMMERCIAL 

55.84% 

33.09% 

11.07% 

Percent Distribution of Fishery Production by Sector 
 La Union: 4

th
 Quarter 2020 

La Union’s total volume of fisheries 
production in 4

th
 quarter 2020 was 

recorded at 3,013.73 metric tons, 
an increase of 2.66 percent from 
the of 2,935.54 metric tons 
production in 4

th
 quarter 2019. 

 
By subsector, municipal fisheries 
posted the largest contribution to 
the fisheries output in the province 
in 4

th
 quarter 2020 with a share of 

1,682.94 metric tons  or 55.84 
percent of the total fisheries 
production of the province. 
 
Aquaculture subsector ranked 
second with 997.10 metric tons 
contributing 33.09 percent to the 
total fisheries production of the 
province.  Commercial fisheries 
subsector had the smallest 
contribution to the total volume of 
production in the province with 
333.69 metric tons or 11.07 percent 
share.  
 
The top five species in terms of 
volume of production were Milkfish 
with 598.42 metric tons (19.86 
percent share), Tilapia with 433.90 
metric tons (14.40 percent share), 
Grouper (Lapu-lapu) with 148.11 

metric tons (4.91 percent share), 
Threadfin bream (Bisugo) with 
112.97 metric tons (3.75 percent 
share), and Cavalla (Talakitok) with 
101.76 metric tons (3.38 percent 
share).   
 
Meanwhile, the volume of 
production from inland municipal 
fisheries grew by 58.43 percent 
from 179.51 metric tons in 4

th
 

quarter 2019 to 284.39 metric tons 
in 4

th
 quarter 2020.   

 
Municipal fisheries data were 
gathered from administrative 
records of the Philippine Fisheries 
Development Authority (PFDA), 
Local Government Unit (LGU) - 
managed landing centers and 
traditional landing centers. 
 
The aquaculture production in La 
Union was posted at 997.10 metric 
tons in 4

th 
quarter 2020. This 

translates to an increase of 41.65 
percent from the 703.93 metric tons 
production in 4

th
 quarter 2019.  

 
Milkfish dominated the aquaculture 
production of the province in 4th 

quarter 2020 with 598.42 metric 

tons.  It was distantly followed by 
Tilapia production  with 387.26 
metric tons, and Oyster production 
with 13.46 metric tons.   Among the 
top three aquaculture species, 
Milkfish and Tilapia had a double-
digit percent increase of 59.57 and 
28.79 percent, respectively, while 
Oyster had 16.81 percent decrease 
from their output in the same period 
a year ago.  
 
The volume of production from 
commercial fisheries was posted at 
333.69 metric tons in 4

th
 quarter 

2020. It went up by 10.40 percent 
compared with its level in the same 
period a year ago of 302.25 metric 
tons.  
 
Data for commercial fisheries were 
obtained from LGU-managed fish 
landing centers, privately-managed 
fish landing centers and traditional 
fish landing centers. 
 
The total value of all fisheries 
production in La Union in 4

th
 quarter 

2020 grew by 23.59 percent from 
PhP368,325.98 in 4

th
 quarter 2019 

to PhP455,197.20 in 4th quarter 
2020.  
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Construction Statistics from Approved Building Permits  
La Union: 4

th
 Quarter 2020  

The total number of new 

construction projects from 

approved building permits in 4
th 

quarter 2020 was recorded at 567, 

reflecting an increase of 17.15 

percent from 484 constructions in 

same quarter last year. 

 

The total floor area occupied for 

the new construction projects 

decreased by 8.18 percent from 

82,542 square meters in 4
th
 quarter 

2019 to 75,788 square meters in 

4
th
 quarter 2020. Moreover, the 

value of new construction projects 

was recorded at PhP757.61 million 

in 4
th 

quarter 2020, posting a 

decrease of 17.59 percent from 

PhP919.35 million in the same 

quarter a year ago. 

 

Among the city/municipalities, the 

lone city registered the highest 

number of construction projects 

with a share of 22.75 percent (129 

constructions) to the total approved 

building permits in La Union in 4
th
 

quarter 2020.  Compared with the 

number of constructions in the 

same quarter a year ago (102 

building constructions), it registered 

a decrease of 26.47 percent. 

 

Other municipalities with high 

number of construction projects in 

4
th
 quarter 2020 included Naguilian 

with 71 constructions (12.52 

percent share), Luna with 45 

constructions (7.94 percent share) 

and municipality of Aringay with 42 

constructions (7.41 percent share). 

 

In La Union, the City of San 

Fernando occupied the top rank in 

terms of the value of constructions 

in 4
th 

quarter 2020 with a share of 

31.15 percent (PhP235.99 million) 

to the provincial total. The 

municipality of Rosario ranked 

second with a share of 9.02 

percent (PhP68.30 million) and 

Naguilian ranked third with a share 

of 7.84 percent (PhP59.42 million). 

 

Similarly, the lone city of the 

province had the highest value of 

construction projects among the 

city/municipalities in 4
th
 quarter 

2019 contributing 34.72 percent 

(PhP319.18 million) to the 

provincial total. Rosario ranked 

second with a share of 11.24 

percent (PhP103.34 million) while 

the municipality of Bacnotan placed 

third with a share of 6.76 percent 

(PhP62.18 million). 

 

Residential type buildings was 

recorded at 422 constructions in 4
th
 

quarter 2020. This figure posted an 

increase of 13.14 percent from the 

373 residential buildings reported 

in the same quarter a year ago. 

 

The total value of all residential 

building constructions within the 

province reached PhP532.71 

million with a total floor area of 

51,790 square meters. This 

translates to an average cost of 

PhP10,330.26 per square meter.  

 

Single-type residential units, 

comprising 60.43 percent of the 

total residential constructions, 

topped over all other types of 

residential constructions. There 

were 255 single-type residential 

units covering a total floor area of 

24,248 square meters and an 

aggregate value of PhP240.64 

million. This translates to an 

average cost of PhP9924.24 per 

square meter. 

 

There were 140  duplex / 

quadruplex recorded or 33.18 

percent of the total residential 

constructions. It has an estimated 

construction value of PhP255.78 

million with a total floor area of 

23,957 square meters or an 

average cost of PhP10,676.49 per 

square meter. 

 

Meanwhile, there were 27 

apartment/accessoria accounted or 

6.40 percent of the total residential 

constructions. It has an aggregate 

value of PhP43.22 million with a 

total floor area of 4,034 square 

meters or an average cost of 

PhP10,714.57 per square meter. 

 

In La Union, the City of San 

Fernando occupied the top rank in 

terms of the number of residential 

constructions in 4
th
 quarter 2020 

with a share of 20.14 percent to the 

provincial total. It has an estimated 

construction value of PhP137.54 

million with a total floor area of 

12,048 square meters. The 

municipality of Naguilian ranked 

second with a share of 11.85 

percent (50 constructions) and 

Luna ranked third with a share of 

8.29 percent (35 constructions). 
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The number of registered live births 
in La Union in 4

th
 quarter 2020 

summed up to 3,201, a decrease of 
28.21 percent compared with the 
4,459 births in the same period of 
2019. The daily average birth 
occurrence in 4

th
 quarter 2020 was 

computed at 35 births or an average 
of two babies born per hour. 

Number and Daily Average of Registered Live Births 

La Union: 4
th 

Quarter, 2019 and 2020 

In 4
th
 quarter 2020, the month of 

December recorded the highest 
daily average births with 39 babies, 
while the month of November 
posted the lowest daily average 
births with 31 babies. Meanwhile, in 
the same period a year ago, the 
highest daily average births was 
recorded in November with 71 
babies while the lowest daily 
average births was recorded in 
December with 34 babies.  
 

Among the city/municipalities in the 
province, the City of San Fernando 
registered the highest number of 
births with 1,494 in 4th quarter 2020.  
Its share was near half or 46.67 
percent of the total registered births 
in La Union. Agoo ranked second 
with 767 births (23.96 percent 
share), distantly followed by 
Bacnotan with 247 births (7.72 
percent share), Naguilian with 237 
births (7.40 percent share) and 
Rosario with 94 births (2.94 percent 
share). 

On the other hand, Luna had the 
lowest number of registered live 
births both in 4

th 
quarter 2019 and 

4
th
 quarter 2020 with four births 

(0.09 percent share) and three 
births (0.09 percent share) 
respectively. 
 
Males (1,633) outnumbered 
females (1,568) in terms of 
registered live births in 4

th
 quarter 

2020 resulting to a sex ratio of 104 
males per 100 females. 
 
Nine city/municipalities posted a 
sex ratio higher than the provincial 
ratio. The highest sex ratio of 900 
was recorded in Burgos. This was 
followed by Santol with a sex ratio 
of 133, Bagulin with 129, Bauang 
with 123 and Tubao with 118.  
 
There were 3,003 registered live 
births in 4

th
 quarter 2020 attended 

by medical practitioners which may 
either be a physician, a nurse or a 
midwife. On the other hand, there 
were 194 births or 6.06 percent of 
the total registered births in the 
province in 4

th
 quarter 2020 

attended by traditional birth 
attendants and other birth 
attendants.  

Birth Statistics 

SOURCE:  Preliminary results from the Decentralized Vital Statistics System 2011  

Daily Average of Registered Live Births by Month 
La Union: 4

th
 Quarter, 2019 and 2020 



UNIONSTAT 1 4  

     SOURCE:  Preliminary results from the Decentralized Vital Statistics System 2011  

Marriage Statistics 

There were 442 marriages 
registered in 4

th 
quarter 2020 in La 

Union showing a decrease of 43.84 
percent from 787 marriages in the 
same period last year. 
 
There were 18 city/municipalities 
that have lower number of 
registered marriages in 4

th
 quarter 

2020 compared with their figures in 
the same period of 2019.  The top 
three municipalities that posted the 
highest decrease were Rosario 
from 57 to 20 (64.91%), Balaoan 
from 13 to 5 (61.54%), and Bauang 
from 95 to 40 (57.89%). 
 
Meanwhile, San Gabriel was the 
only municipality that recorded an 
increase in the number of 
registered marriages in the province 
from 12 marriages in 4

th
 quarter 

2019 to 18 marriages in 4
th
 quarter 

2020.  
 
In 4th quarter 2020, City of San 
Fernando recorded the highest 
number of registered marriages in 
La Union with 69 marriages or 
15.61 percent of the total registered 
marriages in the province.  Bauang 
ranked second with 40 marriages 
(9.05 percent share) followed by 
Agoo with 37 marriages (8.37 
percent share).  
 

In the same quarter a year ago, the 
lone city also topped the city/
municipalities with 134 marriages or 
17.03 percent of the total registered 
marriages in the province.  It was 
followed by Bauang with 95 
marriages (12.07 percent share) 
and Agoo with 61 marriages (7.75 
percent share). 
 
On the other end, the municipality 
of Balaoan posted the least number 
of registered marriages in 4

th
 

quarter 2020 with five (1.13 percent 
share).  

The month of December was the 
most preferred month to tie the knot 
both during the 4

th
 quarter of 2019 

and 2020 with a total of 442 
marriages and 273 marriages, 
respectively. These correspond to a 
daily average of 14 registered 
marriages and nine registered 
marriages, respectively. Moreover, 
these surpassed the provincial daily 
average number of five registered 
marriages in the 4

th
 quarter 2020 

and nine registered marriages in 
the same quarter last year.  
 
The least daily average number of 
marriage occurrences in 4

th 
quarter 

2020 was recorded in November 
with two marriage occurrences. 
Similarly, in last year's 4

th
 quarter, 

the month of November recorded 
the least daily average marriages 
with five occurrences. 
 
In 4

th
 quarter 2020 in La Union, 

marriages performed through civil 
rites ranked first with 289 marriages 
(65.38 percent share). Marriage 
ceremonies solemnized by Roman 
Catholic Churches  ranked second 
with 85 or 19.23 percent of the total 
marriages in the province followed 
by marriages solemnized by other 
religious rite with 66 (14.93 percent 
share). On the other end, there 
were two marriages performed by 
Muslim rites in 4

th
 quarter 2020. 

Number of Registered Marriages by City/Municipality 
La Union: 4

th
 Quarter, 2019 and 2020 

Number of Registered Marriages by Age Group of Groom and Bride  
La Union: 4th Quarter 2020 
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Death Statistics 

A total of 1,368 deaths were 
registered in La Union in 4

th
 quarter 

2020.  The figure indicated a 
decrease of 18.03 percent from the 
1,669 death occurrences in the 
same period of 2019. 
 
The City of San Fernando ranked 
first in terms of the number of 
registered deaths in 4th quarter 
2020 with 496 or 36.26 percent of 
the total registered deaths in the 
province.  Agoo placed second with 
133 registered deaths (9.72 percent 

share), followed by Bauang with 77 
(5.63 percent share), Naguilian with 
74 (5.41 percent share) and 
Bacnotan with 59 (4.31 percent 
share). 
 
In 4

th 
quarter 2019, the City of San 

Fernando also recorded the highest 
number of registered deaths with 
769 deaths or 46.08 percent of the 
provincial total. This was followed 
by Agoo with 183 registered deaths 
(10.96 percent share), Bauang with 
73 (4.37 percent share), Naguilian 
with 61 (3.65 percent share) and 
Luna with 60 (3.59 percent share). 
 
The municipality of Burgos posted 
the smallest number of registered 
deaths in 4

th
 quarter 2020 with five 

deaths (0.37 percent share). It was 

followed by municipalities of Santol 
with 14 deaths (1.02 percent share) 
and Bagulin with 15 deaths (1.10 
percent share). 
 
Similarly, the municipality of Burgos 
had the least number of registered 

deaths in same quarter of 2019 with 
four deaths (0.24 percent share), 
followed by municipality of Santol 
with ten deaths (0.60 percent share) 
and San Gabriel with 17 deaths 
(1.02 percent share). In 4

th 
quarter 

2020, mortality was at its peak in 
the month of December with total 
registered deaths of 499. This figure 
is more than one-third of the 
provincial quarterly total of 1,368 
death occurrences. The number of 
deaths in December 2020 
translates to an average of 16 death 
occurrences per day. The figure 
was higher than the provincial daily 
average death occurrences of 15. 
 
Meanwhile, the highest number of 
registered deaths in 4

th
 quarter 

2019 was posted in the month of 
October with 626 death 
occurrences. This translates to an 
average of 20 deaths occurrences 
per day. 
 
There were more death 
occurrences among males (767) 
than females (601) in La Union in 
4

th 
quarter 2020.  The computed sex 

ratio during the quarter was 128 
which means that 128 males died 
for every 100 female deaths.   
 
A total of 13 city/municipalities 
posted a sex ratio higher than the 
provincial sex ratio, the highest of 
which were recorded in the 
municipalities of Santol with sex 
ratio of 250, Bangar with 200, and 
Rosario with 189.  The lowest sex 
ratio of 70 was noted in San Juan.  

SOURCE:  Preliminary results from the Decentralized Vital Statistics System 2011  

Number and Percent Distribution of Registered Deaths  
by City/Municipality, La Union: 4

th
 Quarter, 2019 and 2020 


