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PSA spearheads Civil Registration Month celebration 

Govt workers converge to honor Women’s Month 

The Philippine Statistics Authority 

– Regional Statistical Services Of-
fice (RSSO) I celebrated Civil Regis-

tration Month (CRM) last February 

2016, themed as “Makiisa... 

Makisali sa Dekadang CRVS”. 
 

Among the highlights of the cele-
bration was RSSO I’s participation 

in the  3rd “Kasalang Bayan sa 
Hundred Islands” in the City of Ala-

minos, Pangasinan on February 14, 

2016.  The ceremony was spear-

headed by City Civil Registrar Love-
ly D. Milles, wherein 168 couples 

have exchanged their romantic 

vows, intensified by the beautiful 

scenery of Quezon Island, before 

the principal sponsors and guests. 

Hon. Mayor Arthur F. Celeste acted 
as the solemnizing officer of the 

mass wedding, while RD Socrates 

L. Ramores gave message on the 

importance of civil registration. 

In Aringay, 

La Union a 

mobile regis-
tration pro-

gram was 

successfully 

c o n d u c t e d 

through the 

initiative of 
MCR Laida 

Rico in two 

remote ba-

rangays of 

the munici-
pality on Feb-

ruary 26, 

2016. With the help of PSA La Un-
ion staff, headed by OIC-PSO 

Danites E. Teñido, together with 

Jessie E. Campos and Nancy Paula 

Ordoña of RSSO I, the residents’ 

issues and concerns regarding civil 

registration were addressed. A 
mass wedding and baptism cere-

monies were also conducted during 

the program. 
 

The PSA Region 1 also displayed 

streamers to different key areas. 

This is to promote the awareness 

about civil registration and its im-

portance to different sectors of so-
ciety. 

(continue to page 9) 

 

PSA RSSO I joins inter-agency cele-

bration of Women’s Month in the 
region on March 16, 2016 at 
DMMMSU-MLUC, San Fernando 
City, La Union.  The celebration with 
the theme “Kapakanan ni Juana, 
Isama sa Agenda” was organized by 
the Regional Advocates on Gender 
Equality (RAGE), in which PSA is 
one among the members of the or-
ganization.   
The celebration, which started with 
a Fun Walk from San Fernando City 
Plaza to DMMMSU-MLUC, was par-
ticipated by over 500 delegates from 
various Regional Line Agencies, Lo-
cal Government Units and academic 

institutions.  After the fun walk, 
the delegates participated in the 
zumba exercise headed by the De-
partment of Health.   Among the 
highlights of the event was the 
presentation on the Updates on 
Women and Men in Region I by 
Director Socrates Ramores of PSA-
RSSO I.  He presented the various 
sex-disaggregated data available in 
the region covering various topics 
such as population, work, educa-
tion, health and violence against 
women.   
 
The PSA staff also joined the cheer 
dance competition and various 

parlor games.  Raffle draws 
were also conducted where-
in participating agencies 
contributed corporate give-
aways as raffle prizes.  The 
PSA staff also took ad-
vantage of the various ser-
vices such as massage, 
bone scanning, among oth-
ers. ▄ 

Government employees participate in the wellness activi-
ties during the Women’s Month Celebration 

The  168 couples  during the 3rd “Kasalang Bayan sa Hundred Islands” on 
February 14, 2016 solemnized by Hon. Mayor Arthur M. Celeste 



January—March 2016    ●  Volume 1, Number 1 

2 

Editorial 

IlocoStat maiden issue 

PSA-RSSO I is delighted to present this maiden issue of the quarterly             

newsletter entitled IlocoStat. The goal of the IlocoStat is to inform the                     

employees and stakeholders on important undertakings and milestones of 

the PSA, including snapshots of statistical survey results, process improve-

ments and promotions of civil registration products and services.  

The IlocoStat provides opportunity for all PSA-RSSO I employees to pub-
lish articles not only to disseminate generated and compiled statistics, but 
also to highlight over-and-above activities such as partnership and linkages 
and corporate social responsibilities. Thus, the IlocoStat strives to be a one-
stop source of information aimed at keeping abreast both the internal and 
external stakeholders of the organization. 
 
Launching this inaugural issue of the IlocoStat would not have been possi-

ble without the much appreciated contributions from the editorial board 

members and dedicated staff of PSA-RSSO I. It is hoped that through this 

maiden issue of the IlocoStat, potential staff writers will draw inspiration to 

contribute more articles and sustain the momentum.  

Moreover, any suggestion on how to improve future issue of the newsletter 

will be very much appreciated. The editorial board likewise welcomes arti-

cles and news items from PSA provincial offices, as well as other stake-

holders. 

 

#civilreg 
#statinfo 
#hr-gad 
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Editorial 

Parammata Building C, Diversion Road 
Brgy. Biday, San Fernando City, La Union 
Telefax No. (072) 888-4804, 888-2582, 607-0247 
e-mail: psa_rsso_1@yahoo.com.ph 

On 12 Septermber 2013, President Benigno Aquino III signed Republic Act No. 10625, oth-

erwise known as the Philippine Statistical Act of 2013, mandating the establishment of the 

Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA) and the reorganization of the Philippine Statistical Sys-

tem (PSS), paving the way for the merging of four major statistical agencies (Bureau of Agri-

cultural Statistics, Bureau of Labor and Employment Statistics, National Statistical Coordina-

tion Board, and National Statistics Office) engaged in primary data collection and compila-

tion of secondary data.  

The PSA started to carry out the reorganization of the PSS in such a manner that the per-

sonnel of the agencies absorbed by the PSA continued to perform their respective duties 

and responsibilities in a holdover capacity so as not to unduly delay the production of sta-

tistics from ongoing censuses, surveys, and processing of administrative records.  

In 2015, reorganization and placement of personnel were established and in the later part 

the PSA’s Vision, Mission, Core Values, Corporate Personality were also presented together 

with the agency’s official logo. 

Source: PSA Newsletter Vol. 1, Issue 1, Series of 2016 

 



 

 

PSA hosts Q1 2016 RSC Meeting  

Family Income and Expenditure Survey conducted 

PSA-RSSO I hosted the first 

quarter meeting of the Regional 
Statistics Committee (RSC) on 
February 19, 2016 at PSA Con-
ference Room, San Fernando 
City, La Union.  The meeting 
was attended in by 90.4 percent 
of the total number of member 
agencies. It was presided by the 
chairman, Director Nestor G. 
Rillon of NEDA-Region I with 
Vice-Chairman, Director Socra-
tes L. Ramores of PSA.  
 
As the policymaking body on 
statistical matters at the local 
level, the RSC meeting served as 
the venue for the discussion and 
resolution of statistical issues 
and activities in the region.  Dur-
ing the meeting two resolutions 
were approved concerning the 
additional member agencies/
institutions in the RSC and the 
approval of the Regional Statisti-
cal Development Program 
(RSDP) of Region I. 

Ms. Zenaida L. Garcillan, Statis-
tical Specialist of PSA RSSO I, 
presented the highlights of the 
26th National Statistics Month 
(NSM) celebration in the region. 
The committee members gave 
recommendations to further im-
prove the celebration of the NSM 
and promote the importance of 
statistics in the region.  Engr. 
Arturo S. De Sola, OIC of the 
Statistical Operations and Coor-
dination Division (SOCD) of 
PSA RSSO I,  on the other hand 
presented the plans for the up-
coming National Convention on 
Statistics (NCS) on October 3-4, 

2016 to be held at EDSA Shan-
gri-la Hotel. 
     
Director Ramores also presented 
the updates on the formulation 
of indicators to monitor the Sus-
tainable Development Goals 
(SDGs).   Moreover, Mr. Nino 
Tuazon, Supervising Statistical 
Specialist of PSA RSSO I, pre-
sented the various activities of 
the PSA which include the con-
duct of the Labor Force Survey, 
Family Income and Expenditure 
Survey and the Civil Registra-
tion Month celebration. ▄  

The RSC  
members 
headed by 
Dir. Nestor 
G. Rillon of 

NEDA-
Region I 

during Q1 
2016 

meeting 

            
Did you know that… 
 
The Regional Statis-
tics Committee (RSC)  
was established 
through PSA Board 
Resolution No. 5, 
series of 2015- 
“Establishing Region-
al Statistics Com-
mittees (RSCs)” 
  

RSC Composition in 
Region I 
 
Chair: NEDA 
C0-Chair: PSA 
Members: 

 DA 

 DBM 

 DENR 

 DepEd 

 DILG 

 DOH 

 DOLE 

 DOT 

 DPWH 

 DSWD 

 DTI 

 BSP 

 TESDA 

 CHED 

 BLGF 

 PIA 

 PSAi 

 PASUC 

 APSCU 

The PSA conducted the 2015 

Family Income and Expenditure 
Survey (FIES) 2nd visit in January 
2016.  It covered the enumerated 
households during the 1st visit             
conducted last July 2015.  The 
FIES 2nd visit came as rider          
survey of the January 2016 Labor 
Force Survey.  This is to complete 
the one year record of income and 
expenditure of the sample house-
holds, as required in the survey. 
 
The 2015 FIES is the seventeenth 
survey undertaken since 1957.  
Region I had a total of 2,876 
sample households deemed neces-
sary to come up with reliable esti-
mates at the regional level. 
 
The FIES aims to accomplish the   
following objectives: (a) gather 
data on family income, sources of 
income, family expenditure and 
related information affecting    
family income and expenditure 
levels and patterns in the Philip-
pines; (b) determine the income 

distribution, levels of living and 
spending patterns and degree of 
income distribution, levels of    
living and spending patterns, and 
the degree of inequality among 
families; (c) provide benchmark 
information to update the weights 
used in the estimation of the Con-
sumer Price Index (CPI); and (d)  
provide inputs in the estimation 
of the country’s poverty threshold 
and incidence.  
 
Likewise, data gathered from 
FIES serve as basic source for the 
following:  (a) estimation of the 
household account in the System 
of National Accounts and              
balances, (b) measurement of the 
Human Development Index 
(HDI), (c) measurement of     
poverty, and (d) measurement of 
levels of living of different       
sections of the population and 
disparities in     levels of living 
across geographical regions and 
socio-economic groups and for 
inter   temporal   comparisons   of 
 

 these levels and disparities. 
 
The data collected in the FIES are  
covered by the confidentiality 
clause under  Section 26 of RA 
10625, which stipulates that indi-
vidual data furnished by a re-
spondent to statistical inquiries, 
surveys and censuses of the PSA 
shall be considered privileged in-
formation and such shall be inad-
missible as evidence in any pro-
ceeding.  The PSA only releases 
data gathered in the form of sum-
maries of statistical tables, in 
which no reference to individual, 
corporation, association, partner-
ship, institution or business enter-
prise shall appear. 
  
Like other statistical surveys of 

the PSA, the successful conduct of 

the FIES second visit was attribut-

ed to the cooperation of the 

household-respondents and offi-

cials of the sample barangays. ▄    

Did you know that... 
 
FIES is conducted every  
3 years starting 1985 
and the 2015 FIES is the 
17th  in the  series since 
1957… 
 
Based  on the results of 
the 2012 FIES in Region 
I, 

… 45.3 % of the 
households’ total 
expenditure was 
accounted for food 

… 19.7 % for housing 
… 6.8% for transpor-

tation 
… 3.9%  for education 
… 3.7% for health 
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Stat News 

9 in every 10 labor force population in Region I are employed 
(July 2015 Labor Force Survey) 

Labor force participation rate 

In the Labor Force  
60.7% 

Not in the 
Labor Force 

39.3% 

Population in the labor force 

Employed (91.8%) Unemployed (8.1%) 

Employed persons 

Male (63.0%) Female (37.0%) 

Laborers & unskilled  
workers, 37.3% 

Officials,                  
executives, 
managers,                

proprietors, 
supervisors, 

13.9% 

Farmers, foresters                            
& fishermen, 13.8 

Service & sales 
Workers, 13.6 

Trades & related 
workers, 5.5% 

Clerks, 4.7%   

Plant & machine 
operators, 4.6% 

Professionals, 
4.3% 

Technicians & assoc. 
professional, 2.3% Special                            

occupations, 0.1% 

Employed persons by class of worker 

Private 
household 

Private                 
establishment 

Government 
Family    

Operated 
Business 

Self-
employed 

Employer Worked w/o pay 

Employed persons by major sector 

3.3% 

50.5% 

8.5% 0.2% 
16.3% 

13.0% 8.3% 

32.0% 

13.3% 

54.8% Mean hours worked per week: 40.7 hours 

          41.3 hrs   39.7 hrs 

Employed persons by highest grade completed 

No grade 

completed 
Elementary 

level &    
graduate 

High school 
level &    

graduate 

Post secondary 
level &             

graduate 

College level 
and higher 

0.4% 

21.9% 23.4% 

49.1% 

5.1% 

Did you know 
that... 
 
During the first se-
mester of 2015, 
none of the prov-
inces in Region I 
was included in the 
poorest cluster 
(cluster 1) during 
the first semester 
of 2015. 

Poverty Incidence and Subsistence Incidence Among Population 

in Region I, First Semesters 2006, 2009, 2012 and 2015 

Poverty Incidence in Region 1 estimated               

at 21.7% in 1st Semester 2015 

Agriculture Industry Services 
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Regional inflation rate pegged at 1.9 in Q1 2016 

Construction projects reached 1,690 in Q4 2015 

Stat News 

Approved building permits in 
the fourth quarter of 2015 
totaled to 1,690. Of the total 
new construction projects, 
1,248 or 73.8 percent were 
residential-type buildings, 
241 or 14.3 percent were non
-residential and 201 or11.9 
percent were additions, alter-
ations and repair construc-
tions.   
 
Among the provinces in Re-
gion I, the highest number of 
construction projects was 
recorded in Pangasinan   ac-
counting for 35.5 percent of 

the total, followed by Ilocos 
Norte with 28.1 percent, Ilocos 
Sur with 21.0 percent and La 
Union with 15.4 percent. 
 
Total value of construction from 
approved building permits for 
the fourth quarter of 2015 was 
recorded at ₱3.5 billion.  

 
Although, the total number of 
non-residential buildings con-
structed in the fourth quarter 
of 2015 constituted for only 
15.6 percent but its total value 
comprised 61.9 percent or ₱2.2 
billion of the total construction 
for the quarter. Meanwhile, the 
total value of residential build-
ings amounted to ₱1.2 billion, 
while combined value of con-
structions for additions, altera-
tions and repairs of existing 
structures was estimated at 
₱140.1 million. 
 
Total value of construction for 
residential buildings was ₱1.2 
billion with a total floor area of 
144,781 square meters, trans-
lating to an average cost of 
₱8,217 per square meter. 

 
Among the residential construc-
tions, single houses recorded 
the bulk of the projects with 
1,215 accounting for 97.4 per-
cent of the total. Total value of 
construction for this type 
reached ₱1.1 billion covering a 
total floor area of 135,947 
square meters, translating to an 
average cost of ₱8,143 per 
square meter. 

  
Apartment/accessoria ranked 
far second with 30 construction 
projects, representing 2.5 per-
cent of the total residential con-
struction. This type of residen-
tial building had an estimated 
construction value of ₱79.5 
million with a total floor area of 
8.537 square meters, trans-
lating to an average cost of 
₱9,307 per square meter. 
 
Duplex houses recorded a total 
of three (3) construction pro-
jects or a mere 0.2 percent of 
the total residential construc-
tion. Total construction value 
for this type amounted to ₱3.3 

(continue to page 7) 

The Consumer Price Index (CPI) 
of Region I for the 1st quarter of 
2016  pegged at 136.3.  This fig-
ure was higher by a percentage 
point if compared to the last 
quarter’s index (135.3).  Mean-
while, the inflation rate in the 
region accelerated to 1.9  from 
the previous quarter 0.9 percent, 
but it was lower by 0.3 percent-
age point than the recorded infla-
tion rate in 1st quarter of 2015.  
The commodity groups which 
recorded high price indices were 
alcoholic beverages and tobacco 
(194.1), food and non-alcoholic 
beverages (150.8), and health 
(143.8).  On the other hand, the 
commodity groups which showed 
lower price indices were commu-
nication (89.4), recreation and 
culture (108.9), and restaurant 
and miscellaneous goods and 
services (117.6).   
 
By province, La Union demon-
strated the highest consumer 
price index in 1st quarter of 2016 
at 142.6, followed by Ilocos Sur 
(141.5), and Ilocos Norte (135.5). 

On the other hand, Pangasinan 
recorded the lowest price index 
at 133.4.  
 
Among the provinces in the re-
gion , Ilocos Norte obtained the 
highest inflation rate for the 
quarter at 4.9 percentage points. 
This figure was higher by 3.4 per-
centage points if compared to the 
province’s inflation rate in the 
previous quarter and also higher 
by 2.5 percentage points a year 
ago.  The commodity groups 
which recorded high price indices 
were alcoholic beverages and 
tobacco (207.7), food and non-
alcoholic beverages (153.2) and 
education (131.7). 
 
The province of La Union had 
recorded an inflation rate of 2.7 
for the 1st quarter of 2016.  Said 
figure was higher by 1.3 percent-
age points as compared to the 
previous quarter inflation rate 
and also higher by 0.2 percentage 
point than that of the previous 
year.  The commodity groups 
which recorded high price indices 

were alcoholic beverages and 
tobacco (227.8), food and non-
alcoholic beverages (162.3) and 
clothing and footwear (153.4).  
 
For Ilocos Sur and Pangasian the 
inflation rates for the 1st quarter 
of 2016 were 2.1 and 1.1, respec-
tively, higher than that of the pre-
vious quarter   (Ilocos Sur, 1.1 and 
Pangasinan 0.5). 
 
In Terms of the purchasing power 
of the peso (PPP), Pangasinan 
recorded the highest in the region 
at 0.75, which typically means 
that value of a peso in 2006 in 
Pangasinan was equivalent to 75 
centavos in the 1st quarter of 
2016.  This was followed by Ilocos 
Norte with a purchasing power of 
0.74 and Ilocos Sur with 0.71.  The 
lowest PPP was observed in the 
province of La Union (0.70).  Over-
all, in the region, the value of a 
peso in 2006 was only equivalent 
to 73 centavos in 1st quarter 
2016. ▄   

Support! 

Residential 
73.8% 

Residential 
73.8% 

Additions/ 
alterations, 

repairs 
11.9% 

Non–                  
residential 

14.3% 

Private constructions by type, Region I: Q4 2015 
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(from page 6 … Construc-
tion statistics) 
 
million and a total floor 
area of 297 square me-
ters or an average cost of 
₱11,081 per square me-
ter.  
 
The total value of non-
residential building          
constructions reached 
₱2.2 billion with a total 
floor area of 98,280 
square meters reflecting 
an average cost of 
₱21,986 per square me-
ter. 
 
Commercial buildings 
had the highest number 
with 131 construction 
projects or 54.4 percent 
of the total non-
residential constructions. 
Value of construction for 
this type was estimated 
at ₱390.4 million cover-
ing a total floor area of 
50,656 square meters or 
an average cost of 
₱7,706 per square meter. 
 
Institutional buildings 

Did you know 

that… 

Pangasinan was 

the top producer of 

palay, while Ilocos 

Sur was the top 

producer of corn in 

the region  in 4th 

quarter 2015. 

Stat News 

Palay and corn production in Re-
gion I during the 4th quarter 2015 
were lower than the reported 
levels in the same quarter last 
year by 0.03 percent and 3.6 per-
cent, respectively. The downtrend 
was mainly attributed to the 
effect of Typhoons Ineng and Lan-
do, and insufficient water supply 
during the period. 
 
Palay production in Region I dur-
ing the 4th quarter 2015 was post-
ed at 1,209,360 metric tons (MT), 
or 0.03 percent lower than the 
output in the same period last 
year. Harvest area expanded to 
287,200 hectares from the 
280,454 hectares recorded in 4th 
quarter 2014. The yield, however, 
was lower by 2.4 percent from 
4.31 metric tons per hectare in 4th 
quarter 2014 to 4.21 metric tons 
per hectare in 4th quarter 2015. 
The provinces of La Union and 
Pangasinan contributed to the 
overall negative growth of the 
region.  
The province of Pangasinan 

Palay and corn prod’n decelerated in Q4 2015 

shared the bulk (57.9 percent) of palay 
production in Region I in 4th quarter 
2015. Its output, however, went down 
from 707,085 metric tons in 4th quarter 
2014 to 700,708 metric tons in 4th quar-
ter 2015. Harvest area of the province 
expanded by 4.4 percent from 168,066 
hectares in 4th quarter last year to 
175,391 hectares this year but 
plantings were affected by Typhoon 
Lando, thereby, lowering the yield from 
4.21 metric tons per hectare last year 
to 4.00 metric tons per hectare. 
 
The province of La Union also experi-
enced decline in production during 4th 
quarter 2015. Its output was posted at 
127,003 metric tons, or 2.6 percent 
lower than the output in 4th quarter 
2014. Overall harvest area of the prov-
ince contracted to 28,098 hectares 
from 28,162 hectares in 4th quarter 
2014. Yield also went down from 4.63 
per hectare to 4.52 per hectare. 
 
Palay production in Ilocos Sur regis-
tered positive growth in 4th quarter 
2015. From its output of 167,270 met-
ric tons in 4th quarter 2014, it went up 

to 172,578 metric tons in 4th quarter 
2015.  

In Ilocos Norte, palay production also 
went up by 2.0 percent from 204,895 
metric tons in 4th quarter 2014 to 
209,071 metric tons in 4th quarter 2015. 
There were available subsidized hybrid 
seeds from the local governments units 
and High Yielding Technology Adoption 
(HYTA) Program, and increased fertilizer 
usage which can be attributed to the 
reported increase in production. 
 
In terms of area harvested, the prov-
ince of Pangasinan has the largest with 
a share of 61.1 percent to the total 

ranked   second with 58 
construction projects or 
24.1 percent of the total 
non-residential con-
struction with the total 
construction value of 
₱215.0 million and a 
total floor area of 
24,579 square meters or 
an average cost of 
₱8,749  per square me-
ter. 
 
Industrial buildings 
ranked third with 26 
construction projects 
with construction value 
of ₱1.5 billion with a 
total floor area of 
10,601 square meters or 
an average cost of 
₱138,596 per square 
meter. 
 
Agricultural buildings 
had 24 construction pro-
jects or 10 percent with 
construction value of 
₱85.6 million and with a 
total floor area of 
12,444 sq.m. or an aver-
age cost of    ₱ 6,880  
per square meter. ▄  

harvested area of palay in Region I during the 4th 
quarter 2015 period. It was followed by Ilocos 
Norte with 15.4 percent, Ilocos Sur with 13.8 per-
cent, and La Union with 9.8 percent. 
 
Corn production in Region I for the 4th quarter 
2015 was estimated at 7,540 metric tons, or 3.6 
percent lower than the estimate in the same peri-
od a year ago. The overall harvest area contracted 
by 2.2 percent from 1,973 hectares in 4th quarter 
2014 to 1,929 hectares in 4th quarter 2015. Yield 
also went down from 3.96 metric tons per hectare 
to 3.91 metric tons per hectare. All the provinces 
of the region, except Ilocos Norte, posted decreas-
es in output. 
 
The province of Ilocos Sur shared the bulk of corn 
harvest in Region I in the 4th quarter 2015. Howev-
er, the overall production of the province during 
the period went down by 1.7 percent. Some areas 
of yellow corn were damaged during the occur-
rence of Typhoon Ineng. With the effect of the said 
typhoon, together with Typhoon Lando, overall 
yield of Ilocos Sur dropped from 4.33 metric tons 
per hectare to 3.85 metric tons per hectare. 
 
The province of Pangasinan, which ranked second 
in terms of volume of production, also posted neg-
ative growth of 9.1 percent. From its output of 
2,017 metric tons in 4th quarter 2014, it went 
down to 1,834 metric tons in 4th quarter 2015 due 
to the effect of Typhoon Lando. Harvest area also 
contracted to 450 hectares from 494 hectares. ▄  

Did you know 

that… 

Region 1 ranked 

4th in terms of pa-

lay production in 

2015, while it 

ranked 5th for corn 

production. 

 

Region 3 was the 

country’s top palay 

producer in 2015, 

while Region 2 was 

first in terms of 

corn production.  
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Livestock and poultry prod’n went up in 2015 

▄

Fish production in Region I dropped 

during the 4th quarter 2015. From its 

overall output of 71,938.32 metric tons 

in 4th quarter 2014, it went down to 

62,502.35 metric tons in 4th quarter 

2015. All the fisheries sub-sectors and 

provinces posted negative growth. The 

aquaculture sub-sector contributed 82.0 

percent to the total fish production of 

Region I in 4th quarter 2015. Its produc-

tion registered a negative growth of 12.9 

percent from the 60,372.38 metric tons 

in 4th quarter 2014 to 51,263.34 metric 

tons in 4th quarter 2015. The overall 

decline in output was attributed to lesser 

stocking rate, smaller sizes, overflowed 

fishponds and cages during Typhoon 

Lando, lesser area harvested as some 

were not stocked due to lower water 

level and some others were just newly 

set.                           

The municipal sub-sector, which com-

prises the marine and inland municipal 

fisheries, shared 16.4 percent. The over-

all production in this sector during the 

4th quarter 2015 posted a decline of 2.3 

percent. From its output of 10,513.43 

metric tons in 4th quarter 2014, it went 

down to 10,272.79 metric tons in 4th 

quarter 2015 attributed to the decrease 

in the marine municipal fisheries. Mean-

while, the commercial fisheries 

shared 1.5 percent to the total 

output. Its production registered 

negative growth from 1,052.51 

metric tons in 4th quarter 2014 to 

966.22 metric tons in 4th quarter 

2015. The lower production was 

attributed to lesser fishing opera-

tions due to rough seas caused by 

Typhoon Lando, and “Hanging 

Habagat” and “Amihan”. Lesser 

units of payaos harvested also 

contributed to the decline in output.  

In terms of provincial distribution, the 

province of Pangasinan shared the bulk of 

production of about 92.2 percent. Howev-

er, with the decrease in its aquaculture 

production, the total output for the prov-

ince was lower by 13.0 percent from 

66,251.41 metric tons in 4th quarter 2014 

to 57,617.10 metric tons this 4th quarter 

2015. The province of Ilocos Norte, which 

shared 3.3 percent to the total fish produc-

tion of Region I, also posted negative 

growth in the 4th quarter 2015. Its output of 

2,073.73 metric tons was lower by 3.2 

percent than the output in 4th quarter 2014. 

The decrease in production was contribut-

ed by both municipal and aquaculture sub-

sectors.The fish production of Ilocos Sur 

also registered negative growth of 2.8 

percent due to the lower output of its com-

mercial and municipal fisheries. The prov-

ince posted a production of 1,499.59 met-

ric tons in 4th quarter 2015. It contributed 

2.4 percent to the total fish production of 

Region 1. The province of La Union, 

which shared 2.1 percent to the total fish 

production in the region, registered lower 

overall fish production in 4th quarter 2015 

due to the decreased output of the com-

mercial and municipal fisheries sub-

sectors. Its total output of 1,311.93 metric 

tons was 34.4 percent lower than its output 

in 4th quarter 2014 of about 2,001.41 met-

ric tons. ▄ 

Fish prod ’n declined in Q4 2015  

Livestock & Poultry Production, Region I: 2014-2015 

… 90% of fish                   

production in the 

region was from the 

province of                          

Pangasinan in Q4 

2015. 

 

… 55% of the                 

country’s total milk 

fish (Bangus)

production in 2015 

came from Region I. 

Percentage Distribution of Fish Production by Sub-

sector, Region I: 4th Quarter 2015 
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Stat News 

 

PSA-RSSO I undertakes pilot survey on 

the use of android tablet for LFS 
The pilot survey for computer 

aided personal interview, 

through the use of android 

tablet for Labor Force Survey 

(LFS) was conducted in PSA-

RSSO-I last February 2016.   

 

To prepare the personnel in-

volved in this pilot survey, a 

two-day training was con-

ducted on February 4-5, 2016 

at Leisure Coast Resort, Buno-

an Binloc, Dagupan City.  Part 

of the training was the con-

duct of simulation interviews 

using the gadget and the 

sample households were the 

residents of Sitio Palatong, 

Brgy. Bunuan Binloc, Dagupan 

City.  

 

For the actual operation of 

the pilot survey, enumeration 

areas were selected repre-

senting the different  geo-

graphical terrains in the four 

provinces of the region.  Six 

Statistical Coordination Offic-

ers served as Field Interview-

ers for each province.   Per-

sonnel from the central office, 

headed by Mr. Florante C.    

Varona, tapped as trainers. ▄  

(from page 1 --- PSA spearheads) 

 
A blood letting activity was also conducted on 
February 15, 2016 at the RSSO  I  Conference  
Room,  in coordination with the Philippine Nation-
al Red Cross-Region I. Some PSA employees and 
clients of the Civil Registration System-Serbilis 
Outlet were the successful donors of the said an-
nual activity.  
 
Also part of the activities for this year’s CRM cele-
bration was the issuance of civil registry docu-
ments free of charge to selected elderly clients on 
February 29, 2016, in support to RA 9994, grant-
ing benefits and privileges to senior citizens.  
 
This year’s theme of the CRM celebration was in 
support to the declaration of Civil Registration 
and Vital Statistics Decade for years 2014-2024, 
which aims to achieve a universal civil registra-
tion by 2024, to provide every one with legal proof 
of identity and to produce accurate, complete and 
timely vital statistics.  
 
Presidential Proclamation No. 682, signed by then 
President Corazon C. Aquino in 1991 declared the 
month of February every year as the Civil Regis-
tration Month.  The Office of the Civil Registrar 
General also issued Memo Circular 2016-05 to all 
PSA Field and City/Municipal Civil Registry Offic-
es to spearhead activities to champion the im-
portance of civil registration. ▄ 

Participants during the field practice on the use of Android Tablet for LFS enumeration 

Do you know that… 

The 2015 Global Adults 

Tobacco Survey (GATS) 

was conducted using 

Android Tablet. This 

was the first 

“paperless” survey 

conducted by the PSA, 

which facilitated fast 

transmission of survey 

data to the central 

office. 

Poverty clusters by 

province, Philip-

pines: 1st Semester 

         Legend: 

 1 - Poorest Cluster 

 2 

 3 

 4 

 5 - Least Poor Cluster 

 Province with CV’s  

 equal to zero or >20% 

Source: PSA 
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HR rules reiterated during CPO meetings 

Human Resource 

The officers and members of 
the Council of Personnel Offic-
ers (CPO) La Union Chapter 
conducted their regular 
meetings on February 18 and 
March 17, 2016, at the DepEd 
Division Office and CHED Re-
gional Office 1 respectively. 
 
During the first meeting, Dir. 
Violeta Mendoza, Provincial 
Director of the Civil Service 
Commission, reiterated the 
rules prohibiting the move-
ment of officers and employ-
ees in the civil service, as well 
as the appointment or hiring of 
new employees during election 
period.   Dir. Mendoza added 
that the prohibition include the 
creation or filling up of new 
positions, promotion or giving 
of salary increase, remunera-
tion and privileges to govern-
ment employees during elec-
tion period. 

 
Other topics dis-
cussed by Dir. Men-
doza were the re-
cent Memorandum 
Circulars on amend-
ments to the rules 
on paternity leave, 
search for out-
standing public offi-
cials and filing of 
Statement of As-
sets, Liabilities and 
Net Worth (SALN). 
 
During the second meeting,  
plans for the Radio Awareness 
Program were highlighted by 
Mr. Franklin Quinzon, CPO Presi-
dent, while Dir. Mendoza dis-
cussed new Memorandum Cir-
culars particularly  on awareness 
campaign about the Philippines’ 
chairmanship of ASEAN 2017, 
the celebration of National 
Women’s Month and 2016 Pub-
lic Sector HR Symposium. 

 
Representatives from the Bureau 
of Internal Revenue have also 
imparted the programs of their 
agency regarding the online pay-
ment of taxes.  
 
Ms. Nancy Ordoña, the designat-
ed HR Officer, is the regular PSA-
RSSO I representative in the CPO 
monthly meeting.▄  

PSA-RSSO I officials attend AgStat orientation 

Regional and provincial 

officials of PSA RSSO I  
attended an orientation 
seminar on AgStat Data 
systems at the Girl Scout 
Training Center in Baguio 
City on February 29 – 

March 4, 2016.   
 
The five-day in-house orien-
tation seminar aimed to en-
hance the understanding 
and knowledge of the partic-
ipants who are not member 
of the former Bureau of Agri-

cultural Statistics and to 
serve as a refresher course 
to those who have been in-
volved in the activities in 
their former agency.  The 
activity also served as venue 
to ensure common under-
standing the concepts and 
definitions used in various 
AgStats surveys.   
 
Personnel from the subject 
matter divisions  in the cen-
tral office served as trainers 
in the orientation.  The 
schedule was tightly ob-
served to accommodate all 
the agricultural statistical 
surveys that are being un-
dertaken by the PSA.  The 
training was conducted to-
gether with the regional and 
provincial heads and focal 
persons of PSA-CAR.  ▄  

Participants from RSSO I with resource persons from central 
office and RD Villafe of RSSO CAR 

Dir. Violeta Mendoza, CSC La Union Provincial Office, discusses 

the recent CSC Memo Circulars during the CPO monthly meeting 

Did you know 

that…  

CSC Memo Circular No. 

1, s. 2016 amended 

Section 20 of the Omni-

bus Rules on Leave 

which now allows the 

availment of 7 days 

paternity leave not later 

than 60 days after the 

date of the child’s deliv-

ery. 

 

The 2015 PSA-USE Col-

lective Negotiation 

Agreement provides all 

employees with three-

day non-cumulative and 

non-commutative com-

pensatory day-off per 

year. 
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Civil Registration Updates 

CRVS Decade launched 

The PSA-RSSO I launched its 
flagship  civil registration pro-
gram, which is the declaration of 
the Civil Registration and Vital 
Statistics (CRVS) Decade for the 
years 2014 – 2024 during the 
closing ceremony of National 
Statistics Month on October 29, 
2015 at the Bangko Sentral ng 
Pilipinas-La Union Regional Con-
ference Hall.  
 
In can be recalled that during the 
Ministerial Conference for CRVS 
in Asia and the Pacific in Novem-
ber 2014, the delegates, includ-
ing the Philippine, agreed for the 
adoption of the Ministerial Dec-
laration to “Get every one in the 
picture” and to proclaim the 
“CRVS Decade for 2014 to 2024”. 
 
With the adoption of Ministerial 
Declaration to “Get every one in 
the picture”, a shared vision was 
embraced by the Ministerial 
Conference on CRVS through 
formulation of an action frame-

work. This framework intends to 
have a universal civil registration of 
vital events, provision of legal docu-
mentation of civil registration and 
production of accurate, complete 
and timely vital statistics based on 
registration records. 
 
The PSA has earmarked a set of 
strategies in order to strengthen 
the CRVS system. The efforts will be 
focusing on these strategies, which 
include enhancing the linkages with 
different agencies involved and 
increasing public awareness on the 
importance of civil registration. 
Continuous discussion of current 
civil registration issues with differ-
ent technical groups was also in-
cluded to further enhance the rele-
vant policies and regulations.  
The idea of getting every person in 
the picture perfectly fits the goals 
of CRVS Decade. A universal exten-
sion of civil registration services 
ensures that no one will be left 
behind. This step made by PSA 
would eventually result to an out-

come that would lead to a more 
effective and responsive civil regis-
tration, not only for the welfare of 
every individual, but also for the 
progress of our country.  
 
To enjoin the support of all sectors 
and to highlight the importance of 
this declaration, the Office of the 
President issued Presidential Proc-
lamation No. 1106 on August 20, 
2015, declaring the Years 2014 to 
2024 as CRVS Decade. ▄ 

Did you know 

that…  

RA 10172 amended RA 

9048, now allowing City/

Municipal Civil Regis-

trars to correct the entry 

on sex and day and 

month in the date of 

birth in the birth certifi-

cate.  

RA 9858 amended Arti-

cle 177 of the Family 

Code, now allowing the 

legitimation of children 

born to parents below 

the marrying age.  

OCRG revises implementing rules of RA 9255 
The Office of the Civil Registrar 
General (OCRG) revised the Imple-
menting Rules and Regulations 
(IRR) of RA 9255 or the 12-year-
old law allowing illegitimate chil-
dren to use their father’s sur-
name, amending Article 176 of the 
Family Code. The revised IRR was 
approved by the Civil Registrar 
General, Dr. Lisa Grace S. Bersales, 
on March 22, 2016 and took effect 
on April 7, 2016. The revision was 
a result of the Supreme Court’s 
decision in 2014 (Grande v. Anto-
nio –G.R. No. 206248) declaring 
Rules 7 and 8 of the original IRR as 
null and void. 
 
Previously, Article 176 of the Fam-
ily Code provided that Illegitimate 
children shall use the surname of 
their mother. On March 19, 2004, 
however, this provision of the 
Family Code was amended by RA 
9255.  This law provides that 
“illegitimate children may use the 
surname of their father if their 
filiation has been expressly recog-
nized by their father through the 
record of birth appearing in the 
civil register, or when an admis-
sion in a public document or pri-

vate handwritten instrument is 
made by the father”.  
 
On May 14, 2004, the OCRG issued 
the IRR containing the following 
provisions: (Rule 7) For births not 
yet registered, the illegitimate 
child shall use the surname of the 
father if a public document is exe-
cuted by the father, either at the 
back of the certificate of live birth 
or in a separate document; For 
previously registered under the 
surname of the mother, if filiation 
has been expressly recognized by 
the father, the child shall use the 
surname of the father upon the 
submission of the accomplished 
affidavit to use the surname of the 
father. (Rule 8) For births not yet 
registered, the surname of the 
father shall be entered as the last 
name of the child in the certificate 
of live birth.  
 
These rules 7 and 8 of the IRR was 
disapproved by the Supreme Court 
in the Grande versus Antonio case. 
The Supreme Court ruled that Arti-
cle 176 of the Family Code gives 
illegitimate children the right to 
decide to use the surname of their 

Representatives from the academe and various agencies during 
the launching of the CRVS Decade on October 29, 2015 

 

The participants of the Task Force Training on the Revised 
IRR of RA9255 on April 13-14, 2016 at Ace Hotel, Pasig City 

father or not. The High Court clari-
fied that it is neither the father nor 
the mother who is granted by law 
the right to dictate the surname of 
their illegitimate children.   The 
Supreme Court added that the use 
of the word “may” in Article 176 of 
the Family Code as amended by RA 
9255 shows that “an acknowl-
edged illegitimate child is under no 
compulsion to use the surname of 
his father”.  
 
For the standard implementation 
of the revised IRR, a series of train-
ing will be conducted by the OCRG 
to the PSA officials, city/municipal 
civil registrars and other civil regis-
tration stakeholders in May 
2016.▄  

“Get Every 
Pinoy and 

Pinay in the 
picture” 



PSA RSSO I team ventures Tangadan Falls 
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Away from the bustle and hustle of being in the 
office for hours, the PSA RSSO I team had taken a 
detour from their voluminous works for the team 
building activity held on March 12, 2016 at the fa-
mous Tangadan Falls. 
 
A local tourist attraction, the scenery at Tangadan 
Falls made jaws dropped in awe and sheer delight as 
the team witnessed this hidden paradise in the out-
skirts of the municipality of San Gabriel, La Union. 
This venue seems befitting for the same cause that 
was ventured to strengthen the bonds among the 
employees that is already established through an 
enjoyable trek in this God’s creation. 
 
Marking Poblacion, San Gabriel as starting point, the 
team travelled half an hour via jeepney to reach the 
start of the trail that leads to the enchanted falls. 
The trek lasted for about an hour before reaching 
the famous attraction. The place has two waterfalls 
and two large pool-like lagoons, a view that 
quenched the thirst of the whole group seeing it for 
the first time after that tiresome trekking. 
 
The group enjoyed the whole day of fun of trekking 
and swimming. Cliff diving and climbing atop of 
steep trails are the most challenging parts in this 
activity. 

However, fun is only a part of the greater 
cause of being there. The real essence of this 
adventure is that the Mission and Vision of 
PSA will never be achieved if the team mem-
bers are not on the same page. The goals are 
interdependent of each other and it takes eve-
ry one to function effectively and efficiently to 
be able to reach the finish line for the whole 
year. ▄  

 

 

President Benigno S.  Aquino II I  appointed the 
Regional Directors of PSA on March 8, 2016.  
Among those appointed as Director II is OIC -RD 
Socrates L. Ramores of RSSO I.  
 
Prior to his appointment as Regional Director, he 
was designated as OIC -Regional Director of then 
NSO-Region I from January 2012 to April 2014. 
He has been in the service for 27 years, inclusive 
therein were eight years in NSO -Region III as 

Provincial Statistics Officer (PSO); one year as OIC -PSO of NCR District II (Quezon 
City); and five years at the Household Statistics Department -NSO Central Office.   
 
Dir. Ramores completed his Masters Degree in Economics at the University of the 
Philippines School of Economics in 2000 and Masters Degree in Development Man-
agement at the Development Academy of the Philippines in 2013.  
 
During his stint as OIC -Regional Director, PSA -NSO Regional Office I was conferred by 
the Civil Service Commission (CSC) with Citizen ’s Satisfaction Center Seal of Excel-
lence Award in 2013. Corollary to this, PSA -NSO Regional Office I was one of the ten 
featured front line service agencies as Paragons of Excellence in the first CSC coffee 
table book launched in 2014 . ▄ 

PNoy appoints RD of PSA-RSSO I 

The PSA-RSSO I staff during their adventure at Tangadan Falls 

RD Socrates L. Ramores (4th from left) , along 
with the other appointed Directors during the 
oath taking ceremony administered by DNS 
Estela de Guzman 

Did you know 

that… 

PSA-RSSO I garnered 

two (2) recognitions 

during the 2015 PSA 

Awards: 

 Best in Statisti-

cal Operations 

 Best in Statisti-

cal Frameworks 

and Indicator 

Systems 

 

PSA-RSSO I was a 

recipient of the 2015 

BSP Regional Stake-

holders Awards 

 Outstanding 

Partner for 

Source of Infor-

mation 


